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SRC offers test prep, stress management workshop
By MASON BEUHRING

THE PARTHENON
The Student Resource Center, located on the second
floor of the Marshall University Memorial Student
Center, is inviting students
to take part in an educational
workshop, Avoiding a Midterm Meltdown: Test Prep
and Anxiety Workshop, to
help students avoid midterm
meltdowns.

The workshop will take
place in the SRC, 12-2 p.m.
Wednesday. The first installment of this workshop took
place Tuesday in First Year
Residence Hall South.
Samantha Fox, SRC resource specialist, said this
workshop will help students
gain information on time
management, help them learn
different tips regarding midterm preparation, and how to

Appalachian Studies
Conference accepting
student proposals
By ALISON WICKLINE

THE PARTHENON
The 37th annual Appalachian Studies Conference may
not be until next March, but
conference proposals are still
being accepted through Friday.
According to the conference
website, the proposals can
reflect any aspect of Appalachia and can be presented
in many different forms such
as scholarly papers, group
presentations, workshops or
readings of original works related to Appalachia.
The conference, which is
scheduled for March 28–30
at Marshall University, is an
interdisciplinary event that
explores traditions of Appalachia and opens discussion
about present-day Appalachia.
This year’s theme is “New Appalachia: Known Realities and
Imagined Possibilities.”
Students can attend any conference session for free, but if
they want to make a presentation, students will have to pay
a registration fee, which also
covers membership for one
year in the Appalachian Studies
Association and includes the
Journal of Appalachian Studies.
Conference Chair Linda Spatig
said student scholarships are
available to offset the fees.

“We’ve already raised money
to pay for student scholarships
specifically for Marshall student
presenters, and we definitely
want to use up that money,”
Spatig said. “We really are encouraging students to apply.”
Along with student presentations, March’s conference
will feature a keynote presentation
by
renowned
Appalachian
writer
Silas
House and the Appalachian
Film Festival is in conjunction
with the conference. Spatig
said she hopes students take
advantage of such an interesting opportunity.
“If they attend the conference
or present at it, students could
expand, in a positive way, their
understanding of the region of
Appalachia,” Spatig said. “A lot
of people have negative stereotypes about Appalachia and
about West Virginia, and the
conference is a great way to
move past those and get more
information about the region.”
All proposals must be submitted online. Submission
forms and more information
about the conference can
be found at www.appalachianstudies.org.
Alison Wickline can be
contacted at wickline19@
marshall.edu.

Q&A: What could happen
if the US defaults?

By ANDREW TANGEL
and WALTER HAMILTON

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The prospect of a U.S. debt
default has unnerved investors,
corporate executives and foreign leaders.
What’s so troubling about
Congress failing to raise the nation’s debt ceiling by Thursday?
Here are basic facts about the
debt ceiling and the potential
consequences of a default.
Q: What is the debt ceiling?
A: The debt ceiling is a borrowing limit, similar to the
spending cap on a credit card.
It places a lid on how much
the United States can borrow
by selling Treasury bonds. The
federal government routinely
spends more than it takes in
through taxes and other income, forcing the Treasury
Department to sell bonds to
finance routine governmental
operations.

Failure to raise the debt
ceiling could prevent the government from having enough
money to pay its bills.
Creditors such as Social
Security recipients and Treasury-bond investors would be
paid eventually. But failing to
make timely interest payments
to bondholders would be a
default.
Q: Why is the debt ceiling issue so important?
A: The ability of the U.S.
to pay its debts on time is
a critical symbol of the nation’s financial sturdiness and
reliability.
Treasury bonds have long
been considered “risk-free,”
a testament to the strength
of the U.S. economy and the
belief that, no matter what,
the United States would make
good on its IOUs.

See DEFAULT | Page 5

handle anxiety students may
have while taking the exam.
“It’s important that students are able to study and
prepare for an exam on their
own,” Fox said. “A lot of students come in and don’t
know how to study for a test,
they cram the night before. I
hope in our workshop they
learn the skills to make a
plan to study and follow that
plan.”

The workshop will examine
topics such as test anxiety,
overcoming test anxiety and
it will showcase an eight-day
study plan. The study plan
will give students tips on
how to properly prepare for a
test over an eight-day period.
Each day has a set plan that
includes putting the needed
course materials and gathering them into four equal
sections, and then throughout

the remaining seven days the
plan gives students a format
of when to study those four
sections. The plan continually
tells students who do not understand the course material
to approach their instructors
for further information.
“Students need to prepare
for their college level exams
so they can perform well,
and be prepared and not be
stressed out for their exams,”

Michelle Barbour, SRC career
adviser, said.
Students who are not able
to attend the workshop can
go to the SRC during their
office hours and attain the
information there. Students
can meet with an SRC staff
member by scheduling an
appointment or by walk-in.
Mason Beuhring can be
contacted at beuhring@
marshall.edu.

Pets on
the Plaza

PHOTOS BY TAYLOR KIRCHWEHM | THE PARTHENON

(TOP RIGHT) Makenzee Ruley, left, junior criminal justice major
and Samantha Fox, student resource specialist dance with Marco
while (LOWER RIGHT) Griffin Talbott, Director of Annual Giving,
and Rob Ellis, Associate Director of Alumni Relations, play a game
of cornhole Tuesday, Oct. 15. in the Memorial Student Center plaza.

Pets, owners party outside Student Center
By COLTON JEFFRIES

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Pre-Vet Club kicked off its
Pets on the Plaza event Tuesday, giving students a chance
to bring their pets for them to
socialize with other cats and
dogs and to help a good cause
as well.
Started in the spring of
2012, Pets on the Plaza is an
event that helps the Pre-Vet
club get to the annual American Pre-Veterinary Medical
Association
Symposium,
where thousands of Pre-Vet
students converge to learn
more about their major, listen

to speakers from across the
country and get a better experience through labs and
teachings. This year’s APVMA
Symposium will be held at
Iowa State University from
March 21-24.
To help with funds, the Marshall Pre-Vet Club is having
the bake sale, selling all kinds
of cookies, brownies and
other kinds of fresh-baked
desserts. They are also giving
out free dog treats in pumpkin and peanut butter flavor
for the four-legged friends
that attend the event.
Marshall Pre-Vet Club
Vice President Laura Arnold

pointed out that dogs aren’t
the only ones loving these
homemade treats.
“The dogs and even some
cats seem to like the treats
pretty well,” Arnold said.
While this event gives
the students of Marshall a
chance to give their pets
some exercise, it’s about a
bit much more than that,
according to Marshall PreVet Club member Brittany
Blake.
“We give out information
about pet care,” Blake said.
“This year we are planning
to do a training demonstration with our pets.”

Reaction to the event
in general has been very
positive.
“People really liked it a lot
last year so we thought we
would just keep the event going this year,” Arnold said.
“Once people realized we
were here, they became very
interested. It turned out a lot
of people last year,” Blake said.
The Pets on the Plaza event
is going on until Thursday,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Memorial Student Plaza by
the fountain.
Colton Jeffries can be
contacted at Jeffries17@
marshall.edu.

Research Center survey, underscores that the deadlock in
Congress reflects a deep division
in the country.
Asked if a debt ceiling increase was “absolutely essential
to avoid an economic crisis,” 51
percent of Americans said yes,
with an additional 11 percent
saying the debt limit would have
to be raised eventually but “not
for several weeks.”
Nearly one in four Americans, however, said that the

limit “does not have to be raised
at all.” That group included 37
percent of self-identified Republicans. Among those who say
they identify with the tea party,
52 percent said the limit does
not have to be raised, and an
additional 15 percent said the
country could go several weeks
without a debt ceiling increase.
Some conservative members
of Congress who were elected
with strong tea party backing
argue the debt ceiling does not

need to be raised because the
Treasury could still pay interest
on U.S. bonds if it stopped paying
other bills. Administration officials have said they lack the legal
authority to pick and choose
which bills to pay and that, in
any case, they would not be willing to put interest payments on
bonds ahead of other obligations
such as Social Security checks or
Medicare reimbursements.

Poll: Tea party backers at odds with majority of Americans on debt limit
By DAVID LAUTER

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
More than half of Americans who identify themselves
as supporters of the tea party
movement say the government
has no need to ever raise the
current limit on the national
debt, putting themselves at
sharp odds with the majority of
Americans, who say that a debt
increase is “absolutely essential.”
That gap, found by a new Pew
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Twitter picks New York
Stock Exchange to list
shares, a blow to Nasdaq
By ANDREW TANGEL
and JESSICA GUYNN

G.J. MCCARTHY | DALLAS MORNING NEWS (MCT)

Sheila Helton joins a demonstration outside of the Dallas office of U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz on Tuesday, Oct. 15, protesting the federal budget standoff and government
shutdown. Cruz supporters stand in the background.

cutting it close
Default or not, US has already endangered its credit rating
By KEVIN HALL

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
Credit ratings agencies may not wait for a default
to downgrade U.S. government creditworthiness.
Standard & Poor’s downgraded U.S. government bonds to AA from AAA amid the August
2011 debt ceiling debacle. The other two major
ratings agencies — Moody’s Investors Service and
Fitch Ratings — didn’t follow suit at the time, but
Fitch said late Tuesday that it had put the United
States on a watch list, meaning U.S. bonds might be
downgraded.
Fitch promised to resolve the status before the
end of March, depending on the outcome of the
political squabbling, which could extend into next
year even with a short-term resolution now. And
S&P doesn’t rule out a downgrade.
For now, it’s a warning that politicians are showing just why U.S. bonds no longer are considered
to be worthy of the gold-plated AAA status. The AA
designation means that U.S. bonds are now considered a riskier investment than those issued by
Canada or Germany.
S&P spokesman John Piecuch told McClatchy it
was “worth reiterating that this level of discord,
which is not consistent with a AAA rating, is a
dominant reason the U.S. sovereign rating is no
longer rated AAA.”

Financial markets weren’t waiting for the downgrade, which reflects a greater risk of default and
might push interest rates up.
Big money-market players such as Fidelity
Investments and JPMorgan Chase have been dumping short-term U.S. bonds. Citigroup spooked the
markets Tuesday by telling its customers it was in
good shape because it had unloaded U.S. bonds.
That’s hardly a vote of confidence, and investors
buying bonds that mature in the next six weeks
were demanding on Tuesday an interest rate equal
to what they’d usually seek to hold a riskier sixmonth bond.
It all leads to the question: Why hasn’t there
been another downgrade?
At Fitch, the signals in the current fight are
warning signs that are worth watching closely.
“The U.S. risks being forced to incur widespread
delays in payments to suppliers and employees,
as well as Social Security payments to citizens —
all of which would damage the perception of U.S.
sovereign creditworthiness and the economy,” the
Fitch statement said.
Fitch added that the U.S. standing in the world
is at stake, too.
“The prolonged negotiations over raising the
debt ceiling risk undermining confidence in the
role of the U.S. dollar” as the world’s top currency,

Fitch said, “by casting doubt over the full faith and
credit of the U.S.”
Moody’s Investors Service was more optimistic,
citing a much lower deficit than was the case in
2011 and an improving economy.
“We believe the government would continue to
pay interest and principal on its debt even in the
event that the debt limit is not raised, leaving its
creditworthiness intact,” Moody’s said in an Oct.
7 report. A spokesman declined further comment
Tuesday.
A ratings downgrade means that some big
institutional investors no longer can hold U.S. government bonds in their portfolios because they’re
allowed to hold only those with the AAA rating.
And the interest rate the government pays investors who buy 10-year bonds influences what it
costs consumers to borrow for items that require
longer payoffs, such as mortgages or car loans.
“The long-term outlook is still as unsustainable
as ever. As we get closer to the debt limit (deadline), depending on what happens here you might
find the ratings agencies taking another look at
this and being more negative,” said Bob Bixby,
the head of the budget watchdog group Concord
Coalition.

See CREDIT | Page 5

More than half of US fast-food workers on public aid, report says
By ALANA SEMUELS

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
More than half of fast-food workers’ families receive some sort of
public assistance, costing the nation
$7 billion a year, according to a new
report distributed by a group that
has been pushing for union representation and higher wages for fast-food
workers.
Fast-food workers earn an average of $8.69 an hour, and often
work fewer than 40 hours a week,
qualifying them for food stamps,
Medicaid and tax credits, according
to the report, which was written by
economists at the University of California-Berkeley and the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Even before it was released publicly, the report raised the ire of some
conservative groups that said it used
faulty methodology to prove a point.
“In its quest to unionize the
fast-food industry, the (Service Employees International Union) has

demonstrated that it will leave no
stone unturned, including using ‘research’ and arguments that would
get a higher grade in creative writing than in a high school economics
class,” said Michael Saltsman, research director at conservative think
tank Employment Policies Institute,
in a statement.

The report calculates that about
$3.9 billion a year is spent on Medicaid and children’s health care for
fast-food workers and their families.
Families also receive $1.04 billion in
food stamp benefits and $1.91 billion
from the federal government through

the earned income tax credit. Even
those workers who are on a 40-houra-week schedule receive benefits;
more than half of those families are
enrolled in public assistance programs, the report says.
Workers in the restaurant and
food services industry far surpass
workers in other industries for dependence on public assistance. About
44 percent of workers in the restaurant and food services sector have a
family member enrolled in a public
assistance program, compared to 35
percent for agriculture, forestry and
fisheries and 30 percent in the retail
trade.
The report has implications for national policies as Congress debates a
farm bill that would cut back on food
stamps, and as Republicans look to
winnow down costs by scaling back
other public assistance programs.
Public assistance programs “could
be more effective if supplemented
by measures that improve workers’

wages and benefits,” the report
concludes.
The Employment Policies Institute
counters that raising the minimum
wage would hurt fast-food workers
because restaurants would replace
workers with automated alternatives. It also adds that while the
earned income tax credit may be
costing the government money, it has
proven effective at reducing poverty.
A separate report, also out Tuesday, by the National Employment
Law Project, calculates how much
each restaurant’s employees are
costing the federal government because they receive public assistance
to supplement their wages.
McDonald’s, which has 707,850
employees, costs $1.2 billion, the
report said; Yum! Brands, which includes Pizza Hut, Taco Bell and KFC,
and employs 379,449, costs $648
million.
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LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Twitter Inc. has found a home
on Wall Street: the New York
Stock Exchange.
The microblogging juggernaut’s
choice to list its soon-to-be-public
stock on the Big Board is a blow to
the Nasdaq Stock Market, which
fumbled the debut of Facebook,
last year’s hot tech IPO. Twitter
disclosed its pick in a securities
filing late Tuesday.
Twitter is seeking to raise $1
billion in the offering, on track to
take place next month.
Although investors may not
care about where the company
lists its stock, Twitter’s choice
nonetheless carries high stakes
for the country’s two largest
exchanges.
“This is a decisive win for the
NYSE,” NYSE Euronext, the exchange operator, said. “We are
grateful for Twitter’s confidence
in our platform and look forward
to partnering with them.”
Nasdaq, whose chief executive,
Robert Greifeld, recently visited
Twitter’s San Francisco headquarters, didn’t say enough to
even fill a standard 140-character
tweet.
“All of us at NASDAQ wish Twitter well as they pursue their
initial public offering,” the exchange said in a statement.
The botched Facebook IPO
complicated Greifeld’s courtship
of one of the most anticipated
IPOs in recent years.
It was a major blow for Nasdaq, long seen as a tech-savvy
exchange.
Glitches resulted in trading
delays. Unfilled orders drew
lawsuits and regulatory probes.
Nasdaq wound up paying $10
million to the Securities and Exchange Commission, and shelled
out $62 million to compensate
losses.
“So many people saw it; so
many people were hurt by it,”
David Menlow, president of IPOfinancial.com, said earlier this
week. “It just became a nightmare.
I couldn’t even try to quantify the
embarrassment.”
Picking an exchange is just
one the behind-the-scenes steps
companies take on the road to
becoming publicly traded. Professional and retail investors
may care not care about where
stocks wind up being listed, but
the decisions nonetheless can
bring fortune and prestige to Wall
Street’s giant exchanges during
somewhat trying times for the
industry.
So far this year, Nasdaq has
had the edge in tech IPOs. The
exchange added 15 tech stocks in
the first three quarters, compared
with the NYSE’s 14, according to
data provided by Dealogic.
But its margin of victory has
been shrinking. Although it
bested the NYSE for tech listings in 2010 (28 to 20), the gap
narrowed last year (20 to 18), according to Dealogic’s tally.
To be sure, the Big Board has
scored its own coups. Review site
Yelp Inc., music provider Pandora
Media Inc. and professional networker LinkedIn Corp. all chose
the NYSE.
The exchange even lured tech
giant Oracle Corp. away from Nasdaq this year.
For the exchanges, listings provide initial and annual fees.
Although they may seem hefty,
the fees — as much as about
$100,000 at Nasdaq and as much
as $500,000 at NYSE — barely
register for companies with
multibillion-dollar market caps.
Exchanges also essentially collect
tolls worth fractions of a penny
whenever their listed stocks
trade, and sell valuable pricing
data.
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Men’s and women’s basketball invites fans to

“A Night of Basketball”
By MICHAEL CIRCLE

THE PARTHENON
Fans of Marshall University basketball are invited to “A Night of Basketball”
Thursday at the Cam Henderson Center to check out this year’s men’s and
women’s teams in a green and white
scrimmage. Formally known as Thundering Herd Madness, the night will give a
new look to the opening of the season,
and give a lucky student a chance to win
a car from Dutch Miller.
“We’re exited about changing some of the
format from what we’ve done in the past,”
men’s basketball coach Tom Herrion said.
“It’s much more business-like. We wanted
a more productive, game-simulated type of
atmosphere.”
The night will begin at 5:30 p.m. and consist of women’s practice and scrimmage,
followed by a men’s practice and scrimmage, which will be officiated by NCAA
sanctioned officials. At halftime of the
men’s game, Herrion will draw the name

of a student in the crowd to attempt a halfcourt shot for a car.
Though not all fans will shoot for the car,
most fans in attendance will take home
Marshall souvenirs, such as magnet calendars and posters.
“We have a great fan base, students and
the local Huntington community,” Aaron
Goebbel, associate athletic director for external affairs, said. “It’s really a basketball
town. These people know their basketball
and enjoy their basketball.”
“I’m proud to be the coach that helped set
one of the highest attendance rates last year
in a long long time,” Herrion said. “That’s a
testament to the things that we built our first
couple of years and to our great fans who
were loyal to us. So we have to reestablish the
fans’ belief in our program.”
Herrion will be informing the crowd of
techniques and drills as the team practices, identifying drills such as defensive
rebounding, fast break drills and others.
Then, the scrimmage will involve a full

five-on-five, inter-squad game.
“You’ll see a more competitive, accountable type of playing situation,” Herrion
said. “I don’t think we’ll go straight into
a pure ‘throw the ball into the air for a
jump ball’ but you’ll see a more controlled
scrimmage.”
“With this particular team, it’s important
when you can put fans in the stands, and
create as close to a game atmosphere. It’s
important because some kids just haven’t
played in front of a lot of people, so it gives
them an opportunity,” Herrion said.
The scrimmage will be played on the
Cam’s new basketball court, which replaced
a floor that was 17 years old. The 9,100seat arena, with 1,100 seats for students,
will open doors at 4:30 p.m. for season
ticket holders to pick up their tickets, or
sell to those who have yet to purchase.
Tickets are free to students and $5 for
all others.
Michael Circle can be contacted at circle@marshall.edu.

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

ABOVE: Marshall Men’s Basketball head coach Tom
Herrion coaching his team last season.
FAR LEFT: Young fans cheer for the Herd during a
game last season.
LEFT: Sophomore guard Tamron Manning drives the
ball against an ECU defender Jan. 19 at the Cam
Henderson Center.

Patriots and Jets game
plan based on familiarity
By ANDREW MACDOUGALL

NEWSDAY (MCT)
In 14 seasons as head coach
of the New England Patriots,
it’s safe to say Bill Belichick has
noticed a thing or two about
the New York Jets.
The two teams have squared
off 29 times since Belichick became the Patriots’ coach at the
turn of the century, with the
Patriots holding a commanding, 20-9 lead in wins, including
victories in the last six.
In part, New England’s success has come from a level of
familiarity Belichick and the
Patriots have developed for
the Jets. And though his team
has already notched a victory
over the Jets in 2013, Belichick
noted during a conference call
with reporters Tuesday afternoon that his team would not
rest on its laurels in preparation for Sunday’s rematch at
MetLife Stadium.
“They’re very much a game
plan team,” said Belichick, “so
what you see one week, you
may or may not see the following week, so we’re going to
have to prepare for a lot of different things.”
Belichick said that the familiarity that comes with
divisional matchups allow for
an element of scheming that
doesn’t traditionally appear
during the rest of the season. Teams can often wander
from a traditional game plan
because, as coaching staffs
routinely study and compete
against opponents, they come

to understand the tendencies of opposing players and
coaches.
But familiarity isn’t always
indicative of the outcome.
Belichick likened the unique
dynamic of divisional play to
that of conference play in basketball. Teams play multiple
times in a season and players
come to know opposing players, tendencies and schemes,
but the end results can differ
dramatically from one game to
the next.
Case and point was New England’s success against the Jets
last fall. After emerging with
a 29-26 overtime win in Week
7, the Patriots made their way
to MetLife Stadium in Week
12, where they hung up seven
touchdowns in a 49-19 rout of
the Jets.
The most recent result between the two AFC East rivals
came on a soggy Thursday
night at Gillette Stadium five
weeks ago, where New England
emerged with a 13-10 victory in
a game where offensive production was at a premium for both
clubs. New England quarterback Tom Brady finished with
a completion percentage below
50-percent (19-for-39) for the
first time since a 16-7 loss to
the Jets on September 29, 2009.
His team walked away victors
despite having more punts (11)
than first downs (9).
Brady’s counterpart on the
evening, rookie quarterback
Geno Smith, was able to tally
214 yards through the air in

Marshall - Louisville
football game
moved to 2016

HERDZONE.COM

Then-freshman quarterback Rakeem Cato passes against the
Louisville Cardinals Oct. 1, 2011 at Papa John’s Cardinal stadium.

DANIEL WALLACE | TAMPA BAY TIMES/MCT

New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick during a joint practice
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Foxborough, Massachusetts, on
Thursday, Aug. 15, 2013
only his second-career start,
but finished the game with
three interceptions and was
sacked four times.
As the two teams prepare
for what is likely another gritty
battle on Sunday, Belichick
knows the familiarity goes
both ways. Any area of New
England’s game where the Jets
found success five weeks ago is
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an area to critique over the next
five days.
“It will be a big challenge
for us this week to go back
and really be as thorough as
we need to be — and should
be — and not make any assumptions about what things
were like a month ago because I think they definitely
have changed.”

HERDZONE.COM
Louisville’s football game
at Marshall, originally scheduled Sept. 27, 2014, has been
moved to Sept. 24, 2016, the
Marshall Athletics department announced Tuesday.
The two schools agreed
to the move to accommodate Louisville’s change in
conference scheduling requirements with admission

to the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC).
The Thundering Herd
defeated a Teddy Bridgewater-quarterbacked
Louisville 17-13 on Oct. 1,
2011 in Papa John’s Cardinal
Stadium.
A replacement for that
2014 date on Marshall’s
schedule will be announced
at a later date.
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Online Polls

EDITORIAL

Time is running out for Congress
Fitch Ratings, one of the “Big Three”
companies recognized by the Securities
and Exchange Commission to statistically rate the nation’s credit, stuck the
United State’s pristine “AAA” credit rating with a “negative” designation. While
this doesn’t have much consequence
outside of possibly lighting a fire underneath Congress to avoid the debt ceiling
debacle, that’s exactly what we need
right now.
We’re tired of it. Everyone’s tired of it.
All of it. Congress genuinely wants to get
“it” all tied up before our carriages turn
to hallowed-out pumpkins at midnight.
At press time Tuesday evening, the Dems

and the GOP were still trying to defuse
the debt ceiling time bomb themselves
rather than reaching over for help. They
don’t want this any more than we do, if
not more so. A failure here would undoubtedly put everyone making calls in
Washington on the bad part of history.
We, the public, think of Congress as
a hive mind. They’re one entity in our
eyes, and the public often falsely puts
them down for not “just getting it done.”
The collective of Congress does not behave like a person and the problems that
arise cannot be as easily met like a person would meet them. They’re people.
Each one stands with their own interests,

goals, and constituents certainly giving
them an earful about which direction to
run with our fate. No Democrat is the
same, and it’s been made clearer as of
late the Republican Party is even more
sharply divided.
Getting a deal through Congress is like
wrangling cats with a time limit and Hell
to pay. If there’s any tipping point to anything getting done, let’s hope it’s Fitch
saying they’ve got their eyes on us. One
false move and we’ll get demoted to Double-A faster than a .198 outfielder.
Wednesday is the day something
needs to happen. There’s hope today, but
there won’t be any tomorrow.

YOU CAN BE HERD
Do you think Congress will resolve the
government shutdown by Oct. 17?

What are you most looking forward
to for the month of October?

Yes, they will be able to.
No, the shutdown will continue.
It’s too difficult to tell.

The Maize at Cooper Farms
The Pumpkin House
Halloween

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

Shutdown and looming default
cast a cloud over US economy
By LANCE DICKIE

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Nobel prizes show importance of
federal research funding for science
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
The addition of three Nobel laureates — Stanford’s Michael Levitt and
Thomas Sudhof and UC Berkeley’s Randy
Schekman — to the Bay Area’s long list
of winners only enhances the region’s
well-deserved reputation for innovation.
And these close-to-home academic superstars can also help shed light on the
role a steady, predictable flow of federal
research funding plays in their success.
Unfortunately, President Barack Obama
reduced the budget for National Institutes of Health research by 5 percent last
year, even though it represents less than 1
percent of federal spending. The government shutdown is only making matters
worse, resulting in the furlough of 13,000
researchers and blocking hundreds of
projects.
The NIH is the largest source of funding for medical research in the world,
financing more than 300,000 researchers at more than 2,500 universities.

Silicon Valley has a huge interest in restoring those funds and should push the
president and Congress to reopen the
government and expand investment in
the nation’s future.
“I have no specific complaints. ... I have
been well-funded by the NIH,” Levitt said
Wednesday after hearing the news that
he would share the Nobel Prize for chemistry with Martin Karplus of Harvard and
Arieh Warshel of the University of Southern California. “But things are becoming
difficult at the NIH, and funding is becoming harder and harder to get. Our system
is the envy of the world, but it needs to be
protected.”
Another Nobel winner, James Rothman
of Yale, who shared the award for medicine with Sudhof and Randy Schekman,
wasn’t so lucky. Because of budget cuts,
Rothman lost his NIH funding for the very
research the Nobel committee awarded,
and he told reporters Tuesday that he
hopes the prize will mean his grants will

be funded if he reapplies.
NIH research is largely responsible for
extending the life expectancy of babies
born today by 30 years since the early
1900s. It’s also responsible for nearly
every significant advancement in cancer research and for the discovery of the
structure of DNA. Every $1 of NIH funding generates about $2.21 in economic
growth — a huge return on investment.
But federal cutbacks have led to a precipitous drop in the percentage of grants
approved by the NIH. As recently as 2000,
nearly 30 percent of all NIH grant applications were funded. Today, that success
rate is under 20 percent. Meanwhile,
countries such as China, Germany, Japan
and South Korea have all been substantially increasing their research budgets.
Without an increase in NIH funding, it’s
only a matter of time before other nations
begin surpassing the innovative efforts
that have helped make Silicon Valley and
the nation the envy of the world.
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THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
America is groping its way
through a rancid fog toward an
economic cliff. The first-ever default on federal debt obligations.
The crisis is the result of a political contrivance by a handful
of self-absorbed Republicans
and the utter failure of the GOP
majority in the House of Representatives to challenge them.
This is the Republicans’ problem to fix. There is no merit, no
legitimacy to issues threatening
to crash the U.S. economy. This is a
hissy fit about the Affordable Care
Act, which became law in 2010.
America had a national referendum on the health plan in
2012. A presidential election. The
Republican candidate lost badly.
In the absence of any alternatives from Republicans, U.S.
citizens have been signing up for
Obamacare since registration
opened Oct. 1. More than 10,000
people in Washington state alone,
despite early online enrollment
glitches.
Turns out the congressional
budget obstruction was plotted
months ago by the benefactors of
the GOP’s extreme right wing.
The Republican Party bears
full responsibility for its passive
response to a parliamentary coup
by its lunatic fringe.
The White House cannot give
in to extortion — the abuse and
misuse of congressional authority — because such capitulation
creates a new template: lose in
Congress, lose with the American voters? Shut down the
government.
This reckless, ludicrous approach puts U.S. and global
finances at risk.
The shutdown will cost billions
in wasted money. Lawmakers
— contemptuous of federal
spending and federal workers —
now mutter they might pay back
wages. Why pay money for work
not done? Because federal workers vote.
Meanwhile, Americans see
the concentric circles of employment fueled by federal dollars.
National parks close, and nearby
towns grind to a halt. From small
businesses in Alaska to grain
shipments sitting on U.S. docks to
furloughed health inspectors, the
absence of federal workers is felt.

Veterans, the elderly and all
manner of local employment
— from agriculture to manufacturing to medical research
— suffer uncertainty.
The dismay goes well beyond
our shores. The International Monetary Fund on Tuesday said a U.S.
default, possibly in play by next
week, undermines a fragile global
economy and tenuous recovery.
What about a short-term fix to
avoid default discussed by Republicans? Even the threat of default
is a hazard to the U.S. economy,
with expensive consequences for
future borrowing costs, U.S. Treasury officials said Wednesday in a
conference call.
Failure to meet the nation’s
debt responsibilities “would be
unprecedented and has the potential to be catastrophic,” according
to a Treasury report titled, “The
Potential Macroeconomic Effect
of Debt Ceiling Brinkmanship.”
The U.S. borrows money
cheaply because the planet sees
this country as a safe place to
put money. A loss of confidence
expressed in a demand for
higher interest rates will cost U.S.
taxpayers.
President Obama missed a
big trade conference in Indonesia to tend to the congressional
mess. The president’s absence
was noted and exploited by those
who want to cast doubt on his socalled pivot toward Asia.
The insights at home are useful. House Speaker John Boehner
is worthless. He paled in the face
of a party rebellion.
Voters must take charge. This
is not about Democrats replacing
Republicans, but about serious
Rs stepping forward to challenge
timid, ineffectual party members.
The GOP nutcases in Congress
are obvious. They are more beholden to wealthy sponsors than
the American people. This crisis is courtesy of Republicans
who stood by saying and doing
nothing.
Washington’s U.S. Reps. Dave
Reichert, R-Blowin’ In The Wind,
and Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-What Boehner Says, are
prime examples.
This looming avalanche of disaster is steeped in Republican
cynicism and political cowardice.
The party can offer and elect better leaders.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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Army captain gets Medal of Honor for Afghanistan battle
By ANITA KUMAR

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
A former Army captain was
awarded the nation's highest military honor Tuesday for his bravery,
caught on video, during one of the
deadliest battles in Afghanistan at
a somber, sometimes emotional,
White House ceremony.
President Barack Obama bestowed the Medal of Honor on
former Army Capt. William Swenson for his actions during a deadly
six-hour battle in Afghanistan in
2009. The battle has been the
source of controversy for years in
part because Swenson failed to receive the air and artillery support
he had requested.
Obama praised Swenson in brief
remarks in the ornate East Room
before fastening the light blue
Medal of Honor ribbon around
his neck. Swenson stood still, visibly perspiring, his hands clasped
together in front of him. But as
Obama spoke about the battle's
victims, Swenson struggled to
compose himself, and a single tear
rolled down his cheek.
"Moments like this, Americans
like Will remind us of what our
country can be at its best — a nation of citizens who look out for one

CREDIT

Continued from Page 2
The question of ratingsagency silence will only grow
if Congress allows the Treasury Department to run out of
the “extraordinary measures”
it’s deployed since May to ensure that creditors are paid in
full. Treasury Secretary Jacob
Lew has said that’s Thursday, although the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office
thinks it will happen sometime
after next Tuesday.
The Treasury Department
should have enough daily
revenue coming into government coffers to cover the
Oct. 31 interest payment of
roughly $6 billion that’s due

POLL

Continued from Page 1
Americans
increasingly
express concerns about the economic impact of the 2-week-old
shutdown of government programs, with 57 percent now
saying they are “very concerned”
_ up from 48 percent a week
ago. Concern is highest among
self-identified Democrats, but
half of Republicans and independents now say they are “very
concerned.” Among Republicans
who identify with the tea party,
just 30 percent say they are “very
concerned,” while 37 percent express little or no concern.
As other surveys have found,
the Pew poll shows Americans

DEFAULT

Continued from Page 1
T-bonds are a building block
of the global financial system
and a benchmark for transactions across the globe. For
example, home mortgage rates
closely track the yield on the
10-year Treasury note.
“Treasuries are the basic
bedrock of the financial system,” said Nicholas Colas, chief
market strategist at ConvergEx
Group, a brokerage in New
York. “The risk-free rate is the
most important notion in public finance, because everything
builds up off of that.”
Q: What happens if there’s no
deal by Thursday?
A: The government actually
breached its debt ceiling in
May. Since then, the Treasury
Department has used accounting contortions to remain
below the limit.
But it can’t keep that up forever. The department warns
that it will run out of borrowing

another, who meet our obligations
to one another not just when it's
easy, but also when it's hard. Maybe
especially when it's hard," Obama
said. "Will, you're an example to everyone in this city, and to our whole
country, of the professionalism and
patriotism that we should strive for
— whether we wear the uniform
or not — not just on particular occasions, but all the time."
Vice President Joe Biden, first
lady Michelle Obama and Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel sat in the
front row, alongside members of
Congress. Swenson's parents, Julia
and Carl, and his girlfriend, Kelsey,
were in the audience, as well as
family members whose loved ones
were killed or saved in the battle.
Swenson resigned from the
Army in February 2011. He lives
a quiet life near the Puget Sound
in the Seattle area, where he is unemployed. He has asked to return
to the Army, and his request is expected to be approved.
Obama described Swenson as
a "pretty low-key guy," who would
rather be on a Pacific Northwest
mountain or on a trail surrounded
by cedar trees instead of at an
elaborate ceremony in front of hundreds of people at the White House.
Swenson, 34, did not speak at the

ceremony, but he later addressed
reporters who had gathered in the
White House driveway.
"Today I stand with the Medal of
Honor," he said. "But this award is
earned with a team, a team of our
finest. Marines, Army, Air Force,
Navy and our Afghan partners
standing side by side. And now that
team includes Gold Star families
who lost their fathers, sons and
husbands that day. This medal represents them. It represents us."
The ceremony comes two years
after Obama honored Marine Sgt.
Dakota Meyer at a similar White
House event for his role in the same
battle, a role that remains the focus
of an ongoing McClatchy investigation that has determined crucial
parts of his story were untrue, unsubstantiated or exaggerated, as
were parts of the Marine Corps and
White House accounts of how he
helped extract casualties from the
valley under fire.
About half a dozen living recipients of the Medal of Honor attended
the ceremony Tuesday, though
Meyer did not. The Congressional
Medal of Honor Society had invited
all 79 living recipients, according to
a spokeswoman.
Swenson is the 13th recipient
to be awarded the Medal of Honor

to bondholders, the Moody’s
report said.
It gets iffier in November.
Bondholders are owed almost
$30 billion on Nov. 15, and it’s
a month when the government
historically spends more than
it receives.
“In November 2012, expenditures were more than double
revenues, resulting in a $172
billion cash deficit,” Moody’s
noted. “November is the first
month the government will
have to select which obligations it will meet if the debt
limit is not raised.”
Moody’s analysts think there
are options should borrowing authority run completely
dry on Thursday. These include sales or swaps of gold,

of which the United States has
261.5 million ounces, valued at
more than $300 billion.
The Obama administration
also could mint a coin in a
huge denomination, Moody’s
said, which could be deposited
with the Federal Reserve in exchange for cash.
Congress could always suspend the debt limit, as it did
earlier in the year, to allow for
continued negotiations.
The ongoing fight in Washington amounts to horrible
marketing for Product USA.
Congress and the Obama administration have handed
China a megaphone as it calls
for an alternative to the U.S.
dollar as the world’s reserve
currency. China was holding

$1.27 trillion in U.S. government bonds in June, the latest
official reading.
“Instead of honoring its duties as a responsible leading
power, a self-serving Washington has abused its superpower
status and introduced even
more chaos into the world by
shifting financial risks overseas,” said an editorial posted
Monday by Xinhua, China’s
official state news agency,
calling also for “a new international reserve currency that
is to be created to replace the
dominant U.S. dollar, so that
the international community
could permanently stay away
from the spillover of the intensifying domestic political
turmoil in the United States.”

blaming Republicans more than
Democrats or President Barack
Obama for the shutdown. But unlike some polls, the Pew survey
did not find that the GOP position has hugely worsened over
the past week. The poll found
Americans blaming the GOP over
the Obama administration by a
nine-point margin, 46 percent to
37 percent, a smaller gap than in
some other recent surveys.
Only 20 percent of those surveyed said they approve of how
Republican leaders are handling
their jobs, compared with 43
percent who approve of Obama’s
performance. In both cases,
those numbers are only slightly
worse than they have been for
the past month. A chief reason

that approval of the GOP leadership is so low is that fewer than
half of Republicans approve of
how their party leaders are doing
their jobs. By contrast, Democrats are largely united behind
Obama.
Nearly three-quarters of
Americans in the survey said
they would like to see all members of Congress beaten in the
next election, a much higher
percentage than in previous
election cycles. Almost four in
10 said they wanted to see their
own representative defeated _
a number as high as any in the
past two decades, the pollsters
said. In the run-up to the 2010
midterm election, only 29 percent said they wanted to see

their own representative lose.
Democrats have an edge over
Republicans when pollsters
asked which party respondents
would vote for in the next congressional election. But the
six-point edge, 49 percent to
43 percent, is not big enough
to forecast an actual Democratic victory, in part because
Democratic voters turn out
less reliably than Republicans
in midterm elections and in
part because a big majority of
Republicans in Congress represent heavily GOP districts. In
the lead-up to the 2006 election, when Democrats took
control of Congress, the party
had a 12-point edge on that
question.

authority on Thursday.
That doesn’t necessarily
mean the U.S. would default
right away. Bills do not come
due every day. It’s not clear
exactly on which day the U.S.
would be unable to meet its
obligations.
Q: What happens if the U.S.
government defaults?
A: Wall Street analysts predict a major sell-off in stocks
and Treasury bonds _ in part
because it would scare investors who are uncertain about
what would happen and make
pre-emptive moves to protect
themselves.
“It would put fear throughout the market and what would
happen is you’d see an avalanche of selling,” said Quincy
Krosby, market strategist for
Prudential Financial. “And selling begets more selling.”
Some large institutional investors may not be able to
hold bonds that are in default,
so they could be forced to unload their massive holdings.

Goldman Sachs analysts see
a large-scale forced selling of
Treasuries as a relatively low
risk, however.
“Many investment mandates
allow investment in Treasury debt or sovereign debt
generally, without regard to
the rating of that debt, so a
downgrade should not generally affect the ability of major
holders to continue holding
securities,” Goldman Sachs analysts said in an Oct. 5 note.
The bigger concern may
be an exodus from moneymarket funds, which often
trade in short-term Treasury
bonds. Investors worry that
defaulted Treasuries could
prompt money-market funds
to sell.
Q: What would happen to the
United States’ credit rating and
its borrowing costs?
A: A U.S. default would presumably lead to downgrade by
credit ratings firms. Standard
& Poor’s downgraded the U.S.
credit rating two years ago

during the last furor over the
debt ceiling. Fitch announced
Tuesday it’s reviewing the nation’s credit rating, according
to news reports.
The immediate impact to the
U.S. could be higher borrowing costs to fund government
operations, because investors
would demand higher interest
payments to compensate them
for newly demonstrated risk.
In other words, a default
could exacerbate the U.S. debt.
A downgrade could also affect bonds issued by other
government agencies at the
state and local level.
Kenneth
Bentsen
Jr.,
president of the Securities
Industry and Financial Markets Association, a Wall Street
trade group, told Congress
last week a default would
“trigger a series of events
which inevitably would lead
to American taxpayers paying
more to finance our debt” and
could imperil “our fragile economic recovery.”
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U.S. Army Capt. William Swenson is awarded the Medal of Honor by President Barack Obama on Tuesday, Oct.
15, at the White House in Washington, DC.
from the Afghanistan and Iraq wars
and the first living Army officer
nominated for the Medal of Honor
in four decades.
He was nominated for his role
the Sept. 8, 2009, battle of the
Ganjgal Valley, which erupted

when about 60 Taliban-led insurgents ambushed a contingent
of Afghan troops, border police
and U.S. trainers. A McClatchy
reporter embedded with the Marine trainers was caught in the
ambush.

FAST FOOD

Continued from Page 2
McDonald’s CEO Donald
Thompson received about
$14 million in total compensation in 2012, the report
points out.
Fast-food workers have
been holding one-day walkouts and strikes for more
than a year to call attention to their wages. They
want $15 an hour and union
representation; the federal

Swenson returned repeatedly
to the battlefield — including for a
final run with Meyer, two other Marines and an Afghan translator — to
recover American and Afghan casualties under fire. "Will Swenson was
there for his brothers," Obama said.
minimum wage is $7.25 an
hour. In their last day of protest, in August, workers in
around 50 cities walked off
the job.
Last month, California
Gov. Jerry Brown signed
legislation to raise California’s minimum wage to $10
an hour by 2016. Voters in
the small town of SeaTac, in
Washington State, will soon
vote whether to raise the local minimum wage to $15 an
hour.
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CAROLYN COLE | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT

Amanda Adams has a fake
eye put on her as he is
made up for the role of a
zombie on the set of "The
Walking Dead," the zombie
series on AMC in June 2012.

The Los Angeles Police Department responded to a call at 1:15 a.m. Tuesday
reporting “a cat that needed rescuing,” according to NBC Los Angeles. The feline was
found stuck in a storm drain where Sgt. Lizarraga claimed it had been trapped for two
days. Firefighters were able to eventually
lure the kitten to safety using a hamburger as
enticement. But the real silver lining? One
officer decided to adopt the kitten who appeared to be in good health.

SAVING THE WORLD
Filming for the Warner Bros. untitled
Batman-Superman film
will reportedly start this
weekend on the East Los
Angeles College Campus.
Though technically still in preproduction, the East Los Angeles College
Campus News broke the news that the
film, directed by Zack Snyder, is set to
film a scene revolving around a game
played between
Gotham University and
Metropolis
State
College.

AMC’s hit series influenced broadcast networks
By DIANE WERTS

NEWSDAY (MCT)
What kind of crazy channel
would premiere a big-budget prestige drama on Halloween night?
That would be AMC, already
home to Emmy winners “Mad
Men” and “Breaking Bad,” and as
of Oct. 31, 2010, also to The Little Show That Could Whack the
Big Bad Broadcast Networks.
“The Walking Dead” starts
its fourth season Sunday night
at 9 EDT, after a Season 3 so
GENE PAGE | COURTESY AMC | MCT

'SNL' TAKES THE GLOBES

successful, it stunned the TV
industry and made ratings history. AMC’s tale of humans vs.
zombies managed to lure more
2012-13 viewers than any series on ABC, CBS, NBC or Fox
— despite AMC’s Sunday night
showings being unavailable in
millions of American homes
without cable / satellite service.
That 2010 Halloween launch
turns out to have been a brilliant
stroke by AMC, which debuted
“The Walking Dead” as the

Rick Grimes (Andrew Lincoln) stars in AMC's, "The Walking Dead."

As comedy
duo Tina Fey
and
Amy
Poehler prepare to return
as co-hosts of
the 71st annual Golden
Globes on
Jan.
12,
2014, the
two
plan
to treat the
awards
KIRK MCKOY | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT
show like a
segment from
their days at “Saturday Night Live.”
“I can’t stress enough how little we will prepare until very close to the show,” Poehler
told the Hollywood Foreign Press Association. “We’ll treat it like ‘Weekend Update.’”

GOOP HAS ITS DAY
Actress, singer and writer Gwyneth Paltrow
celebrated the fifth anniversary of Goop, her
website that gives advice on lifestyle topics
such as cooking, fashion and health. But did
homemaking guru Martha Stewart diss the
newcomer’s success? In an interview with
Bloomberg TV this week, Stewart made sure
to point out that she believes she “started
this whole category of lifestyle” commenting
on Paltrow’s website with statements such as
“She wants to be a lifestyle arbiter — fine.
Good.”
“If she’s authentic, all the better, and I certainly hope she is,” Stewart said in the
interview. “She really wants to be a part of
the lifestyle business.”

•
•
•
•
•
•

OPENING THIS WEEK

"Carrie"
"The Fifth Estate"
"12 Years a Slave"
"Escape Plan"
"All is Lost"
"Kill Your Darlings"

culmination of its two-week annual FearFest collection of fright
films. Adapted from a series of
graphic novels, the horror serial
was indeed graphic, expressing
a different tenor and aimed at a
different audience than AMC’s
previous original dramas.
“It was an expression that we
did not yet have on the air — except in that two-week period of
FearFest where we had more 35to-40 year olds watching,” says
Tom Halleen, AMC Networks’
executive vice president of
programing and scheduling.
That “specific passion
group,” Halleen says, “loves
survival stories, loves risks,
loves the type of threat that
comes along with the thrillers of FearFest. We didn’t
have another period of time
where we had that audience.” In other words, he
says, “‘Walking Dead’ wasn’t
designed to be ‘a Halloween show.’ It was designed
to create another AMC
high-quality
storytelling
experience.”
No joke. An instant hit,
“The Walking Dead” satisfied not only that core
“passion group,” but also
other viewers, who proved
more willing to sample such
fare at Halloween, and even
picky TV critics, handed a
convenient holiday peg. All
three subsequent seasons
were moved up to start in
mid-October, so AMC could
reverse the promotional
order to have the hit series
hype FearFest movies, this
year running Oct. 14-31.
Shrewd trick. But AMC’s
cable and broadcast rivals
are now pursuing the treat
of tapping that same Halloween-primed vibe. Recent
arrivals this month on the

networks’ fall seasons include
The CW’s new vampire/werewolf/voodoo gumbo called “The
Originals” (Tuesday at 8 p.m.),
a spinoff of “The Vampire Diaries,” plus a new season of the
long-running
“Supernatural”
(Tuesday at 9 p.m.). NBC has
staked out Oct. 25 to launch a
third season of “Grimm” and a
new sex-drenched Victorian take
on “Dracula” starring Jonathan
Rhys Meyers (“The Tudors”).
Cable channels have long
scheduled October stacks of
spook movies/episodes like
AMC’s FearFest, Syfy’s “31 Days
of Halloween,” Disney’s “Monstober” and ABC Family’s “13
Nights of Halloween.” (Halleen
also gets thanks for that last
one, created during his previous
gig at that channel.) Now they’re
launching series intended to
outlast the season, too. ABC Family’s frightified “Ravenswood”
is spun out of the channel’s hit
“Pretty Little Liars” — which
runs its own special Halloween
hour leading into the spinoff’s
Oct. 22 premiere. Even indiearts channel Sundance grabs for
Halloween-night glory with its
Oct. 31 debut of the acclaimed
French resurrection chiller “The
Returned.” (A&E is developing
an American version.)
The impact of AMC’s gamble
on “The Walking Dead” reaches
long and wide beyond lantern
time. Without network-level
ratings for that show, would
broadcasters have been as
willing to take a chance on
such year-round creepfests as
“Grimm,” ABC’s “Once Upon a
Time” and Fox’s new “Sleepy
Hollow” (just renewed for a second season)? Once considered
an unsupportable niche, “genre”
shows are suddenly part of the
mainstream. Everyone’s gone
crazy.

what a disgrace she was. During the standing ovation, the
blonde ducked out and Jason
Ritter turned around to make
commiserating eye contact, as
J. Alexander asked, ‘Who WAS
that?!’ Jason then looked down
at the floor. His eyes got wide,
and he picked up an envelope
and showed it to us and J. And
it said: ‘2 screening tix MADONNA.’ And sure enough, we
looked to the side of the theater and standing against the
wall in black lace gloves was
Madonna. The worst person in
America.”
The incident got the 55-yearold entertainer barred from the
Texas-based Alamo Drafthouse
chain of upscale cinemas until
she cops to her bad behavior,
according to a tweet from theater founder Tim League.

“Until she apologizes to movie
fans, Madonna is banned from
watching movies @drafthouse,”
he wrote.
The theater’s website states
that it has “a zero-tolerance
policy towards talking and texting during the movie. If you
talk or text, you will receive one
warning. If it happens again,
you will be kicked out without
a refund.”
When Entertainment Weekly
reached out to League about his
public shaming of the singer, he
said it started off as an “offhand
joke, a spur of the moment 140
characters.”
But he then said, “Yeah, I’m serious, but I don’t think it really
affects her life that much,” adding, it was “more of a means to
get the issue out there, that it is
rude to text during movies.”

Theater chain bans Madonna
By NARDINE SAAD

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Madonna appears to be a
slave to her celluar phone, and
business apparently, as her fervent texting has led to her ban
from a movie theater chain.
The Material Girl allegedly ignored movie theater etiquette
— not texting during a movie —
and texted continuously during a
New York Film Festival premiere
screening of Steve McQueen’s “12
Years a Slave,” according to several
reports.
Charles Taylor, a film writer
for Salon, partly catalyzed the
media maelstrom when he
shared an eyewitness account
of the incident, which was originally posted on Facebook by one
of his former NYU students who
chronicled the dispute.
“Tonight at the New York

Film Festival premiere of ‘12
Years A Slave’ (a masterpiece,
by the way), I sat behind the
unholy trifecta of Jason Ritter,
J. Alexander from ‘America’s
Next Top Model,’ and Michael
K. Williams from ‘The Wire.’
Plus, a mysterious blonde in
black lace gloves who wouldn’t
stop texting on her Blackberry
throughout the first half of the
movie,” the student wrote (via
IndieWire).
“Eventually, a woman next
to me tapped her on the shoulder and told her to put her
phone away, and the blonde
hissed back, ‘It’s for business...
ENSLAVER!’ I turned to the
shoulder tapper and loudly
said, ‘THANKS!’ and gave her
a thumbs up. The rest of the
movie, I kept thinking about
how I wanted to tell the blonde
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